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RADICAL LEICESTER: A HISTORY OF LEICESTER 1780-1850. By A. Temple Patterson. 

x + 405. University College, Leicester. 1954. 30s. 

The city of Leicester has attracted more good books than many towns of greater 
historic importance, beginning effectively with Thompson's History of Leicester, 
of which the first volume was published as long ago as 1849, and continuing 
through other histories and the four published volumes of the borough records 
down to the present day. In addition, the history of all the important buildings 
of the city has been ably written by various historians-the abbey by Professor 
Hamilton Thompson, the castle by Mr. Levi Fox, the old town hall by Mr. 
S. H. Skillington. Valuable collections of other records have also been published, 
notably the Wyggeston Hospital charters and the Freemen's Register. Perhaps the 
most pressing task that remains in this field is the publication of the borough records 
from 1688 down to 1835. It is just over thirty years since Mrs. Helen Stocks 
published the volume of records covering the period 1603-1688; and it is a reflection 
upon later scholars (including this reviewer) that they have not continued and com
pleted this great work, at least down to the end of the Old Corporation. 

Much of the history of the city, too, still remains unwritten. Mr. Patterson's 
book fills one of the most important gaps, covering, as it does, the period in which 
the town grew into one of the major industrial centres of Englaµd. When Mr. 
Patterson's history begins in 1780, Leicester was still a country town in spirit, con
taining only 15,000 people; by the end of his period it had four times as many people, 
and factory chimneys pierced the grey Midland skies above it, where windmills had 
once stood silhouetted. · 

Mr. Patterson was for a number of years a lecturer in the Department of His
tory at the University College, Leicester, and, like many of us, fell under the curious 
spell of this red brick, leafy, Victorian town which is at first sight-but only at first 
sight-so dull and uninspiring to walk around. Yet how it grows upon one, year 
by year! How one begins to speculate upon its history, what has .made it what it 
is today. And this is evidently how Mr. Patterson felt about it, so that he resolved 
to trace its history right through its formative period from the early days of the 
industrial revolution down to the eve of the Great War of 1914-18. 

The materials were so abundant that his book of four hundred pages takes us 
down only to the middle of the nineteenth century; and this book is so good that we 
must all regret the decision (occasioned largely by his removal from Leicester to 
Southampton) to abandon the project at that point. If a second volume could have 
carried the story down to 1914 we should have had a history of a great industrial 
city worthy to stand beside that of any English town. But to write history as Mr. 
Patterson does, which involves months of continuous reading of the local news
papers (among much else), involves also living in the town, and this he is no longer 
able to do. Mr. Patterson's use of the local newspapers as an historical source will 
come as a revelation to many of his readers. Without them his book would have 
been nothing like as good, and whoever follows him to take the story down to 1914 
will have to go through the same massive drudgery to achieve the same remarkable 
results . 

The history of Leicester between 1780 and 1850 makes a notable contribution 
to the history of England as a whole. Here we have, traced in careful and vivid 
detail, inch by inch so to speak, the transformation of an English town in its 
political, economic, and social life : the painful transition from the Domestic System 
of industry to the Factory System (and what this meant in terms of real flesh and 
blood and suffering), and the transition from the old corrupt oligarchy who had 
governed the town for so long (though not unchallenged) to the new reformed cor
poration, elected after 1835, and the beginning of local government as we know it. 
These are the two major themei. of the book, to which all the mass of detail is 
ultimately linked. 

At three points in time-1789, 1829, and 1850-Mr. Patterson pauses to gather 
together all the threads of his discourse and to give us a view of the town as a 
whole, as a community of people, as the people of a particular year would have 
known it. A folding map shows us Leicester as it was in 1857. It is perhaps asking 
for too much to say that a map of the town in 1789 and 1829 would have completed 
our enjoyment of these chapters. It is true that we can turn to Mr. Colin Ellis's 
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attractive History in Leicester for the map of 1828, and the 1789 map would have 
had to be specially reconstructed for the purpose, but how pleasant it would have 
been to have them all between two covers. When a book is as good as this, one 
likes it to be perfect; but perfection is a costly business. 

There is so much good stuff in this book that a reviewer cannot begin to quote 
from it, One learns all sorts of nice things-how, for example, Skegness was 
"advertising its Conveniency of Sea Bathing" in the Leicester papers as early as 
1781; how the first factory in 1792 was not a success; how Granby Street was 
advertised in 1809 as having "all the advantages of the rural scenery of the country"; 
how, in the 1840s, one could walk out to the Enderby Strawberry Gardens on any 
week-day and eat all the strawberries that even a sma-11 qoy could desire for the sum 
of one shilling, with musicians from Leicester in attendance. Eating strawberries to 
music (Mozart perhaps?) on a summer afternoon is indeed a novel conception of 
Heaven, but it has much to be said for it. Can we show anything even half as 
agreeable today? 

These are the trifles of history, no doubt, but they are as much a part of it as 
more solemn and portentous things, as the unemployment of the framework
knitters (the last gasps of a dying trade) or the beastly cunning of old Thomas 
Burbidge, the unreformed town clerk, fighting a rearguard action, with no holds 
barred, foot by foot, against the encroaching forces of honesty and decency in local 
government; and by bringing in the trifles Mr. Patterson shows the imaginative 
insight of the true historian, for even the under-fed framework-knitter was a dif
ferent man in summer when he watched the mighty Alfred Mynn cart somebody 
for six on the Wharf Street Ground, or when he embarked upon one of Thomas 
Cook's grand temperance excursions and the band began to play in the rear coach. 

Mr. Patterson sees all around his people, sees them as living men and women 
and not as miserable political and economic abstractions. He handles his big 
themes lucidly and forcefully, and he manages his details equally well. The result 
is not only a substantial contribution to English history as a whole, which national 
historians will be glad to have by them, but a most successful piece of local history 
also, which all those who know Leicester will read with pleasurable reflection. Nor 
must one fail to add that the book is excellently printed and produced by the newly
created Publications Board of the University College of Leicester, who are to be 
wholly congratulated upon their infant acnievement. With this book the College 
adds to its already considerable reputation for the study of English Local History. 

W. G. HOSKINS 

THE FREE GRAMMAR SCHOOL OF LEICESTER. By M. Claire Cross. University 
College, Leicester (Dept. of English Local History : Occasional Papers, No. 4). 
1953. 51 pp. 6s. 

Before the pioneer work of A. F . Leach, half a century ago, the history of our 
ancient grammar schools had been sadly neglected. Previous histories of schools 
consisted chiefly in dull and unimaginative catalogues of benefactors, governors, 
headmasters and old pupils who bad "made good". More recent works have en
deavoured to set the history of particular schools against the background of the 
general development of education in this country. Much has already been accom
plished but more remains to be done. It is a work of great urgency because, as 
years pass by, documents are lost or destroyed so that the evidence about the 
origins and growth of our schools tends to become more scanty. 

Miss Claire Cross has done signal service in rescuing from oblivion the details 
of the ancient Free Grammar School of Leicester. This work is remarkable in 
being based on a prize essay written whilst she was still a pupil at the Wyggeston 
Grammar School for Girls. It seemed of such promise that Mr. H. P. R. Finberg, 
his colleague, Mr. B. Simon, and Mrs. Simon undertook to revise it and edit it for 
.publication. For some time Professor Tibble, Mr. Simon and their colleagues at 
University College,Leicester,have contemplated the preparation of a general history 
of education in Leicestershire. The work of Miss Cross represents the first step 
in this direction. 

The account given by Miss Cross shows that the history of the Free Grammar 
School presents some extremely interesting features. The school seems to have been 
a genuine Tudor foundation for there is no evidence of the survival of any pre-
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Reformation school at Leicester. Moreover, like the schools at Hull, Pontefract and 
Appleby, it developed in close association with the corporation. Its refoundation 
by Elizabeth I through the influence of Henry, Earl of Huntingdon, is a: testimony 
to the readiness with which the Elizabethan Church settlement was accepted in 
Leicestershire and contrasts strongly with the opposition displayed by the people of 
northern England. The · strong Puritan tendencies of the inhabitants of Leicester 
are revealed in the school statutes and timetable, which are given in full by 
Miss Cross. One has only to remember that Brinsley, master of the school at 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, not many miles away, a writer to whom we owe much for our 
knowledge of the life and activities of the Elizabethan grammar school, was sus
pended from his office for his Puritan sympathies at the time of the Jacobean 
reaction. 

It is not surprising, therefore, to find that further changes in the Puritan 
direction took place during the Commonwealth period and Miss Cross presents a 
clear picture of the effect of Puritanism and contrasts it with the Anglican reaction 
after the Restoration. The decline of the school during the eighteenth century and 
its closure in 1841 are well illustrated. The building wa-s allowed to be used as an 
adult school on Sundays and thus the Grammar School became a link with the well
known Vaughan College. 

This study makes most interesting reading and it should appeal not only to 
those concerned with local history but also to a wider public. It is to be hoped 
that it will serve as an encouragement to similar investigations, perhaps those con
ducted by Miss Cross herself. 

S. J. CURTIS 

HANDLIST OF RECORDS OF LEICESTER ARCHDEACONRY. Leicester Museums and 
Art Gallery. 1954. 48 pp. 4s. 6d. 

This is the second guide to be issued by the Department of Archives of the City 
of Leicester Museums. In appearance it is closely similar to the Handlist of Parish 
Registers Transcripts, published last year; and it ought to be said that these guides 
attain a standard of production substantially higher than that of any similar pub
lications issued by other local record offices. Their format is at once elegant and 
convenient for the reader. Only one defect calls for notice: the tiresome omission 
of the price on the cover. This appears to be deliberate, and not due to inadvertence, 
since the previous guide was also unpriced. But the purchaser is entitled to see 
the price printed clearly on the book, a-s an elementary protection of his interests. 

The post-Reformation records of the Leicester archdeaconry are unusually full 
and valuable. A good deal of work has been done on them, notably by A. P. Moore, 
a former Registrar of the archdeaconry, who printed extracts from them in a 
series of contributions to the Reports and Papers of the Associated Societies and to 
Memorials of Old Leicestershire between 1904 and 1911. It has long been recog
nised that they form one of the most important sources we have for the history of 
Leicestershire in the seventeenth century. Now, with the publication of this hand
list, it becomes possible to see the records as a whole. Much of the business they 
were concerned with-matrimonial and testamentary affairs, for example-is now 
handled by secuhrr courts. The records of the archdeacons' visitations deal, at one 
time or another, with the whole field of human behaviour. For members of this 
Society a particularly interesting class of these documents is the church inspection 
books, which refer to the state of church fabrics. The principal series runs from 
1619 to 1639, but there are records of the same kind dating from the later seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries. · 

All these classes of records are clearly described in this guide. In the most 
important series, the volumes are listed in detail: elsewhere a general, but 
sufficient, indication is given of their contents. Something unfortunate has hap
pened to a number of the references to Moore's articles in Reports and Papers: on 
p. 13, "xxix" should be "xxviii"; on p. 16, and again on p. 25, "479-434" should be 
"479-534"; and at the foot of p. 27 the reference appears to have been misplaced 
and should read "xxix, 129-82". These are small things only. They do not impair 
the value of the guide, for which Mrs. Woodcock and her collaborators deserve the 
gratitude of all students of Leicestershire history. 

JACK SIMMONS 



REVIEWS 133 

THE BRUDENELLS OF DEENE. By Joan Wake. Cassell. 1953. xvi + 516 pp. 21s, 

"For over four centuries now", says Miss Wa:ke, in a felicitous sentence, "the 
Brudenells have lived at Deene, and the history of the two cannot be separated". 
Here she is writing primarily a:bout the family. Though the book is well illus
trated with photographs, a description of the growth of Deene at the outset would 
have enabled the reader to envisage more clearly the family in its inseparable setting. 
As it is, the references to the building are scattered, and in this way the "Henry VII 
Room"-historically the most interesting in the whole house, superbly panelled, with 
the arms of (more probably) Henry VIII-gets left out. But Miss Wake's is still 
a wonderful theme, and would have been a romantic subject even if the Brudenell 
name had been undistinguished. It has not. As with those more famous lines, 
Russells and Cavendishes and Cecils, the Brudenell name was made invincibly in 
the renaissance of England under the New Monarchy, and it has been a: part of 
English history ever since. 

The Brudenells emerged from anonymity in the delectable Deddington-Aynho 
country where Northamptonshire meets Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire. That 
was in the middle of the fourteenth century, and before the end of it, Edmund 
Brudenell was King's Attorney and Coroner in the Court of Common Pleas. His' 
heir was his nephew Edmund, and it was this Edmund's fourth son, Sir Robert, who 
settled at Deene and, making his own way as a younger son, was one of the leading 
lawyers and administrators under the New Monarchy : Chief Justice of the Common 
Pleas all through the 1520s, the decade of Wolsey's assumption. 

It is Sir Robert whose career possesses the greatest local interest for the readers 
of these Transactions. When he was well advanced in his legal career he married 
the widow Wyville of Stonton Wyville, and lived there in the late 1490s. Stonton 
is now the Brudenells' oldest unbroken territorial connexion, and when Sir Robert's 
Wyville wife died she was buried there, though her only surviving effigy is the one 
on his tomb at Deene, the estate he acquired in 1514. Stonton preserves a number 
of other Brudenell monuments, including two memorable ones. Sir Robert was co
founder of a chantry in Billesdon church. Among other estates, he acquired in 
Leicestershire the manors of Othorpe, Cranoe and Slawston, and the manor of 
Holyoak which Miss Wake assigns to Rutland, though it was evidently in both 
counties. She says he bought Holyoak in 1500. This appears to conflict with 
the statement in the V.C.H. (Rutland, ii. 224) that the manor belonged to the 
Hospitallers till 1539. Miss Wake's statement is doubtless based on evidence in the 
Brudenell papers: it would have been humane of her to explain this, with a reference. 

The most dramatic of all the careers outlined in Miss Wake's book is the long 
life of Sir Robert's grea:t-grandson. At the Restoration of Charles II he was created 
Earl of Cardigan, yet he could remember the defeat of the Armada, and his portrait 
by Michael Wright-the most interesting at Deene-contains more than a suggestion 
of a resemblance to King Lear : one result, no doubt, of his experiences as a: 
fugitive from the forces of the Parliament. 

The most charming of the Brudenell careers is that of the young third Earl 
at Rome and at Deene in the age of Anne. The most fantastic and irregular are 
those of the celebrated seventh Earl and his second Countess in the age of Victoria. 
It is curious to think of the seventh Earl living at Brooksby in the 1830s, before he 
inherited his title and Deene, and to imagine the ha:ughty, bewhiskered figure that 
led the Light Brigade "all in the valley of death" riding the same charger, Ronald, 
stiffly, yet superbly, in the valleys of east Leicestershire. 

The most important of the Brudenell careers remains that of . Sir Robert, the 
Chief Justice who settled at Deene. In the first decade of the sixteenth century we 
find him an authority on fen draining. In 15n he quells a Lincolnshire rising, and 
right down to 1525 he has a career of first importance in establishing Tudor law and 
order in the North Parts. But these details emerge rather haphazardly. They are 
interspersed with such distractions as a full reconstruction of the ceremony in which 
he is presumed to ha:ve taken part on being made a serjeant-at-law, and they are not 
related to the offices of state held by Sir Robert. In pa:rticular, we want to know 
more about the Common Pleas in relation to Wolsey, 1520-1530. In a footnote to 
this chapter Wolsey is described as "Archbishop of York, Cardinal and Statesman", 
whereas the fact that he was Lord Chancellor is the significant one. In short, Miss 
Wake is much more at home with the records of the family than she is with the 
general history of England. Out of them she has made a book that is an important 
contribution to English socia:1 history: in its detail, it will be especially fascinating 
to its Midland readers. 

NORMAN SCARFE 



134 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCH./£0LOGICAL SOCIETY 

JUST RUTLAND. By J. and A. E. Stokes. Uppingham: John Hawthorn (S. R. 
Fuller). 1953. 128 pp. 10s. 6d. 

The whimsy in its title conveys the character of this book: Wee Rutland would 
have suited it even better. Here are the uniformly uninspired reflections made by 
two ladies with three dogs and an old Morris in Rutland. They might equally have 
been made in Huntingdonshire or Hampshire or any other county where hurricanes 
hardly ever happen. I choose a very fair sample : "It is a pleasant thought that 
whatever may befall, whatever changes, all unforeseen, may be in store, there are 
always roadside flowers to brighten and cheer the way". This stuff has not even 
the merit of being readable, let alone that of being true. The favourite construction 
of the authors is an inverted sentence, of which the following example is one of 
three that occur in the space of six lines: "No myth are the daring deerstalkers of 
Caldecott". This style was perfected by Mr. Arthur Mee, whose books had the 
advantage of containing some interesting pieces of information. 

Too much ink and paper has already been dissipated in this collection of plati
tudes. I confine myself to two regrets: first, that it should be suggested in the 
preface that this work in any sense supersedes Dr. Hoskins's little book on Rutland; 
second, that the publisher should have bound up with this book two separate and 
meritorious articles on the schools of Oakham and U ppinghaln, which were founded 
as he says, in 1584, not as his self-confessed "lovers of England!s smallest county" 
have it, in 1548. A slip, doubtless, but characteristic of Just Rutland. Five minutes 
with the I in. Ordnance Survey map of the county would reveal more of its 
pleasures than two mortal hours devoted to this tedious book. 

N. S. 

LOCAL RECORDS: THEIR NATURE AND CARE. Edited by Lilian J, Redstone and 
Francis W. Steer. Bell. 1953. xv + 246 pp. 25s. 

One of the most remarkable developments in the field of historical study in the 
present generation is the growth of practical interest in Local History; and one of 
the most important aspects of this in turn has been the establishment of local record 
offices all over the country. Outside the City of London, the first local record offices 
to be regularly opened to students were those of the city of Bristol and the county 
of Bedford, both in 1924. By 1953, when this book was published, there were fifty
eight county and borough archivists. Forty-two English counties and twenty-six 
English boroughs now employ salaried archivists, and four Welsh counties. Some 
counties and boroughs employ joint archive staffs, an economical and perfectly 
efficient arrangement that we may hope to see established in Leicester in the not too 
distant future. By 1947 the local archivists, once such lonely and half-forgotten 
figures in their dim basements or rickety attics, were numerous enough, and their 
profession sufficiently well recognised, to found the Society of Local Archivists, 
which now has nearly 160 members. A new profession had been born. 

This volume has been produced by the Society, acting in conjunction with the 
County Councils Association and the Library Association. It consists of twenty
eight chapters, written by different (and anonymous) hands, and edited by two well
known archivists whose names are a guarantee of scholarship. The book is divided 
into four sections, entitled the Local Record Office, the Archivist at Work, Notes on 
Local Records, and Co-operation. 

The first section will mainly interest practising archivists ::md those local 
councillors who sit upon Record Committees (or whatever committee is responsible 
for archives in different authorities); and the second section is again chiefly valuable 
to those in the profession, being concerned with such matters as the acquisition of 
records, their classification and cataloguing, and publications and repair work. This 
is not to say that the student of local history or the owner of private archives need 
not read these pages. Both will derive much profit from knowing something of how 
the archivist goes to work, and what his peculiar difficulties-apart from the universal 
one of lack of money-may be. 

It is, however, the Notes on Local Records that naturally interest the local 
historian most. Here we have a dozen short essays on all the major collections of 
local records that one is likely to want to use. These essays are in no sense cata
logues or descriptions of the particular records possessed by municipal authorities, 
or city companies, or paTishes, or probate registries, or what you will, but concise 
accounts of the general classes of record material one should expect to find in a 
particular repository, illustrated where necessary with examples from specific 
collections. 
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When one reads these useful guides to local record material of all kinds, one 
reflects how one used to wander in one's salad days, vaguely and at large, around 
archive collections looking in all the wrong places for want of such a vade-mecum as 
this. One wasted hours and days in this way, drawing blanks in one direction after 
another for lack of guidance; and yet learning about kinds of records that one would 
never otherwise have encountered. Nothing is wasted in the end : all has been 
grist to the mill. One thinks sometimes that students have lost something when 
the presence of handy guides discourages such leisurely, random explorations as 
this reviewer once enjoyed. As one grows older, and time passes more quickly and 
is more valuable, one is indeed grateful for short cuts and rapid guides such as these 
essays give one; and the most practised local historian will find things here he did 
not know, and useful tips and advice. But when one is young, and beginning, one 
ought- not to care so much for the short cuts. Then is the time for large, vague 
explorations, drifting from shelf to shelf, looking for particular things no doubt but 
also attracted by the sight or sound of anything odd and unusual, and pulling it 
down out of idle curiosity. Perhaps, however, local record offices are so well organ
ised nowadays that one is not allowed to do this any longer; and perhaps this reflec
tion from the past sounds a little ungrateful to the Society of Local Archivists who 
have taken the trouble to produce this book. One ought not to lament, however 
faintly, the old untidy days in dusty little rooms; but one cannot help being slightly 
sorry about them when one occasionally finds oneself in places where things are 
too well organised. 

Let us put away these ungrateful and perhaps irrelevant reflections, for the 
modern student of local history has every cause to be grateful for the way things 
have gone in his favour in the last thirty years, and he will be particularly grateful 
for this book, or for certain chapters in it. But he should read all of it-except 
perhaps the narrowly professional chapters-for one of the beauties of local history 
is the wide range of human activity, and therefore of record material, that one must 
become familiar with. The book ends with a bibliography which is one of its most 
useful features, including a certain amount of typescript material of which most 
of us would otherwise have remained entirely ignorant. This is pre-eminently one 
of those useful books one will continually be taking down to consult. 

W . G. H . 

MEDIEVAL RELIGIOUS HOUSES, ENGLAND AND WALES. By David Knowles and R. 
Neville Hadcock. Longman. 1953. xxiv + 388 pp. 42s. 

In this book the accredited historian of English monasticism joins forces with the 
compiler of the Ordnance Survey map of monastic Britain to produce the most 
comprehensive work of reference on the subject that has ever appeared. A prefa
tory section, entitled Notitia Monastica, passes in review the earlier attempts by 
Tanner, Gasquet, and other scholars to draw up lists of the English religious 
houses. This is followed by a masterly essay in which Professor Knowles describes 
the origin and development of the religious life in Great Britain. In this panorama 
he enables us to follow the successive movements which carried the foundations of 
Black Monks, White Monks, Black and White Canons, Mendicant Friars, military 
orders, and collegiate establishments from birth to maturity. Then we come to the 
body of the book: an annotated catalogue, arranged alphabetically under the various 
orders, of all the houses known to have existed between 1066 and 1540. For each 
house we are given the county, rank, dates of foundation and dissolution, net income 
in 1535, and (for dependent cells) the name of the mother-house. These particulars 
are set out in tabular form. At the foot of each page are notes giving other details 
such as figures of population, and discussing knotty problems, with full citation of 
authorities and generous acknowledgment of other scholars' work. In many cases 
these notes amount to a miniature history of the establishment. An appendix of 
statistical tables gives estimated totals of the houses and their inmates from century 
to century. Finally, the geographical distribution is shown with beautiful clarity 
on half-a-dozen folding maps. 

Any work of this kind must obviously be subject to revision in detail; but from 
the moment of its appearance Medieval Religious Houses takes rank as an indispen
saqle addition to the literature of the subject. In one particular alone does it fall 
short of completeness. Foundations of the Old English period are included only if 
they survived until 1066. Thus, under Breedon, we find the insignificant Augus
tinian priory which was founded there in the twelfth century as a cell of Nostell, but 
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no mention of the Anglo-Saxon monastery which played such an important part in 
bringing Christianity to Leicestershire. Anticipating the objection that it would 
h[tVe been better to begin from the introduction of Christianity to Britain, Professor 
Knowles says: "We felt it to be a task beyond our powers". It is safe to say that 
he is alone in thinking so. 

A few Addenda and Corrigenda may be noted. The dissolution of Launde (p. 
143) and Breedon (p. 129) took place in 1539, not at the dates given. There is no 
reliable authority for the existence of Launde before u25, nor for the Dominican 
friary at Leicester before 1284. The list of hospitals should be extended to include 
those at Loughborough and Leicester (St. Bartholomew's). 

H. P. R. FINBERG 

MONUMENTAL BRASSES. By Herbert W. Macklin. New Edition, revised by Charles 
Oman. George Allen & Unwin. 1953. 196 pp. 12s. 6d. 

The sixth edition of this book came out in 1913; it contained a lot of good 
material, as well as a number of errors which had appeared in past editions. It also 
included, for the first time, a county list of brasses with effigies, fairly complete, 
but marred by many mistakes due to careless proof-reading and the author having 
in some cases got his notes mixed up. Many of these would presumably h[tVe been 
corrected in a later edition but for his untimely death. 

When, after forty years, the question arose of bringing out a "revised" edition, 
it was to be expected that revision would be both detailed and complete. During 
the interval two most important sources of additional information have appeared: 
Mill Stephenson's List of Monumental Brasses in the British Isles, with its Supple
ment, and Vols. VII and VIII of the Monumental Brass Society's Transactions. 
Before a new edition of Macklin was to be worth anything at all, collation of the 
text with these authorities was indispensable. It was decided, nevertheless, not to 
revise the text, but confine "revision" to a few observations, to be embodied in the 
Preface, and an overhaul of the Bibliography, with the addition of a List of War 
Casualties. As a result, the errors of 1913 are repeated and the book is still, for the 
most part, out of date. The Editor, to do him justice, has set forth in his Preface 
the present-day views discrediting Haines's derivation of brasses from Limoges 
enamels and Macklin's suggestion that the Continental ones were manufactured in 
North Germany rather than Flanders, though even here, while properly mentioning 
Bruges as a centre, he omits all reference to Tournai. 

Had the decision not to revise Macklin's text been generally sound, there were 
yet places patently in need of amendment. The reference to the partial revival of 
the art "during the last fifty years", which appeared at least as early as 1905, 
required to be lengthened to a century, while the slightest of touches would have 
put right such obvious slips as "a Bannockburn warrior's cyclas" and "blazo'ning 
ladies' dresses". 

The idea of a list of brass casualties was good, but that given could have been 
much enlarged had trouble been taken to consult the Monumental Brass Society. 
The Bibliography gives its measure to perfection in selecting Grace Isherwood on 
Bedfordshire while omitting Mill Stephenson on Shropshire. 

The illustrations, though some are fair, cannot be called good as a whole. 
Several are frankly execrable, that of Sir Humfrey Stanley being particularly dread
ful, though perhaps the most inadequate is Maud, Lady Willoughby's, to which the 
reader is referred for representations of several saints, but on looking for them 
finds only a blur. 

One grave error common to all editions of this book must no longer go un
corrected. Macklin's remarks on incised slabs (pp. 16-17) show him to have been 
surprisingly ignorant or misinformed on the subject. Great Britain possesses up
wards of 700 figure slabs, and if the crosses and inscriptions be added, has more 
incised slabs than brasses, while figure slabs abound in Northern France and the 
Low Countries. A large proportion, both here and abroad, are still in good con
dition, and, except where their lines are filled up, a good heelball rubbing can usually 
be taken. Of the four listed on p. 17, the first three yield excellent impressions, and 
the fourth quite a fair one. The author obviously had never made a serious attempt 
to rub an incised slab. 

It has been well said that any work which is worth doing should be done 
properly or not at all. Judged by that test, this edition should never have appeared. 

F. A. GREENHILL 
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ENGLISH STAINED AND PAINTED GLASS. By Christopher Woodforde. Oxford: 
Clarendon Press. 1954. 84 pp. + 80 plates. 30s. 

Like Mr. Gunnis's book, reviewed below, Dr. Woodforde's is evidence of a striking 
change of taste. For the past fifty years it has been customary to think of "English 
painted glass" as meaning the glass of the period n50-1550. Post-medieval glass 
has been dismissed from consideration, either in silence or with plain contempt. 
There might be a few exceptions-the Reynolds windows at New College have 
always had their champions, and living glass-painters have continued to secure com
missions from people who admire their work : but the general consensus of opinion 
has been unmistakable. As an aesthetic judgment, it was lamentably wrong. Was 
it even probable that an art pursued with devotion by so many generations of 
artists could produce nothing worth looking at in the course of 400 years? But the 
aesthetic mistake was founded on historical ignorance. For, until very lately, it was 
scarcely realised that there was a continuous tradition of glass-painting in England, 
reaching back to the Middle Ages : that the art was a living, and not a dead one. 
We owe our understanding of this essential point to a few discerning enthusiasts: 
to Mr. Betjeman, for instance, to the present Dean of York, and to Dr. Woodforde 
himself. 

This book is designed as a general survey of the whole field, "a forerunner of a 
larger and more detailed work". It will take its place at once as by far the most 
useful introduction to the subject. It is clearly written, well planned, and illus
trated with 80 good half-tone plates, besides a frontispiece in colour. The photo
graphic reproduction of painted glass, as Dr. Woodforde recognises, presents 
peculiarly difficult problems. Though some colour-processes are quite good, none 
of them is perfect and all are very expensive. The solution adopted here is the best 
possible in the circumstances, the black-and-white photograph giving a clear idea of 
the design of the windows, without any suggestion, true or misleading, of their 
colour or texture. There appears to be a little unevenness of inking between one 
plate and another, which might perhaps be rectified if the book is reprinted; but 
with this small criticism it ought to be said that the whole production is excellent
a rare example of a present-day book that can be said to attain the best pre-war 
standard. 

Rather more than a third of Dr. Woodforde's text, and 33 out of his 80 plates, 
relate to post-medieval glass. He deals sympathetically and fairly with the Victorian 
period and ends with a brief glance at contemporary work. Speaking personally, I 
regret that Sir Ninian Comper's glass receives no more than a bare mention and a 
plate that does not seem to me to represent it at its best :, but that is an individual 
opinion. In general the survey is notably well balanced and sensible, leaning to no 
particular fad or school. In this county we should be glad to note that the glass 
from Highcross Street, Leicester, now in the City Museums, is mentioned, with a 
good pl'ate; and that the Withcote glass (which Dr. Woodforde has already dis
cussed in the Burlington Magazine) receives due recognition as among the most 
important early Renaissance glass in the country. 

J. s. 

DICTIONARY OF BRITISH SCULPTORS 1660-1851. By Rupert Gunnis. Odhams Press. 
1953. 514 pp. 63s. 

This is an important book, reflecting one of the fascinating changes of taste 
of our time. A generation ago, it was usual to dismiss almost all English post
medieval sculpture as "debased". Some Elizabethan work might be thought quaint; 
anything meritorious of the seventeenth century was assigned out of hand to Bernini; 
and then, with a passing tribute to the more sentimental works of Flaxman and 
Chantrey, the Right-Minded Person swept straight on to Marochetti and Boehm and 
Harne Thorneycroft. Above all, he averted his eyes from the work of the late 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. How accustomed we are to his judgments 
in our guide books! In York Minster, for example, Bell's guide (still the fullest and 
most useful) tells us that the monument of Archbishop Sterne (1683) "is an example 
of almost everything that a monument should not be"; that Archbishop Sharpe's 
(1714) is "perhaps the ugliest and most absurd in the Minster"; and that the great 
group in the south-east corner of the building, to the 2nd Earl of Stratford, Arch
bishop Lamplugh, and Archbishop Hutton, "like most of the other tombs in the 
choir, are remarkable only for ugliness". These phrases are taken from a revised 
edition of the book, published in 1931. The Right-Minded Person is with us still. 
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But his verdicts no longer pass unquestioned. They were first assailed, with 
pertinacity and courage, by Mrs. Esdaile. Her English Monumental Sculpture since 
the Renaissance (1927) is a minor landmark in the history of English taste. In it 
she revealed something of the beauty and good craftsmanship that is to be found 
in the work of this despised period. She followed it up with studies of Roubiliac 
and other sculptors, based on new documents, and with a second general work, 
English Church Monuments 1510 to 1840, which enjoyed a larger circulation than 
the first, though it is perhaps a less satisfactory book. Mrs. Esdaile's enthusiasm 
and diligence had the effect they deserved. Before she died, in 1950, she saw 
widespread appreciation of these neglected works she loved; and that was due, 
almost entirely, to her. 

But her work, like that of many similar pioneers, was imperfect, and it was far 
from complete. Though she made us see something of the astonishing wealth of 
good sculpture that is to be found in our churches, she never attempted a full-scale 
survey of English sculpture as a whole, within her chosen period. Mr. Gunnis has 
followed up her work with a book much bigger, more closely organised, and more 
soundly documented than her brief general studies. He has taken the whole subject 
a long step further. Here, in one fat, tightly-packed volume, is a guide to the lives 
and works of the sculptors who were employed in Britain from the Restoration to 
the Great Exhibition. 

It is an extraordinary achievement: a feat of organisation, of research, of dis
criminating imagination, above all of plain hard work. For the book is based on 
the union of documentary evidence with personal examination that is essential for 
the writing of sound history-essential, but often ignored or burked. Mr. Gunnis 
has seen for himself-it is plain on every page of his book-both the sculpture he is 
discussing and the documents that enable him to pin down the sculptors' lives: 
unprinted documents in country houses md town halls and local record offices 
through the length of Great Britain; the published evidence of periodicals and 
county histories, the whole range of secondary sources. Ea.eh article in the 
Dictionary provides not only a brief account of the sculptor's life, but a list of his 
works, with their present whereabouts if they are known. 

A few Leicestershire examples may be quoted. Edward Davis's statue of the 
5th Duke of Rutland, which we are all familiar with in the Castle Gardens at 
Leicester, was apparently not well received when it was new: "His Grace", said 
The Builder, "is made to appear positively intoxicated" (p. 122). Joseph Gott's 
statue of Col. Cheney on his wounded horse, now in Gaddesby church, is admirably 
summed up by Mr. Gunnis on p. 177: "One feels that the Colonel himself must 
have directed every stroke of the chisel . . . It has the almost fatal attraction which 
a second-class work sometimes exercises on the beholder, though he is forced to 
admit later that the whole effect was faintly comic". (Mr. Gunnis is far from being 
an uncritical admirer of the work he is discussing.) On the other hand, the_monu
ment of the Rev. Stephen Clarke at Theddingworth turns out to be the work 
of a most interesting sculptor, Richard Hayward of Bulkington, a few miles over 
the Warwickshire border. Mr. Gunnis considers it "the best and most unusual of 
his signed monuments, all of which have delicate and carefully cut details" (p. 195). 

One or two suggestions may be ventured from this county. The Swithland 
slate-masons are duly mentioned here; but the treatment they get seems a little 
arbitrary. John Hind of Swithland, for instance, was only one of a long dynasty, 
and that should surely be indicated, as it is with the Hiorns of Warwick, who 
immediately follow him; William Firmage the elder-referred to simply as "slater" 
(p. 144)-might perhaps earn a sentence for his Bracebridge headstone at All Saints', 
Leicester; md W. Runt's incredible "resurrection" at Rothley seems to qualify 
him for a few lines in the Dictionary. Mr. Gunnis may not have seen the paper on 
these headstones contributed by Mr. Albert Herbert to Volume XXII of these 
Transactions. Perhaps it is worth noting, too, that "Broadbent, ---, of Leicester" 
was Benjamin Broadbent, of the firm of Broadbent and Hawley, stone and marble 
masons, of Horsefair Street, Leicester (Hagar's Directory of the County of Leicester, 
1849, r9). 

These are trifles : mere evidence of the pleasure a reader can get from this book 
by adding his own dime of knowledge to Mr. Gunnis's magnificent hoard. One 
word of general criticism must, however, be said. The number of errors, especially 
in the spelling of place-names, is most unhappily large. They are often slips-e.g., 
the "Abbey" of Lincoln for the Cathedral (p. 305)-or what appear to be misprints, 
such as "Sulacoats" for "Sculcoates" (p. 48). But many places are assigned to 
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wrong counties: Bottesford to Lincolnshire (p. 102), Ramsbury repeatedly to Berk
shire instead of Wiltshire (pp. 57, 208, etc.), Earsham Hall (not Earlsham) and 
Woodton to Suffolk (Norfolk: pp. 125, 129), Llangadock to Carnarvon (Carmarthen: 
p. 133), Dingley and Brampton Ash to Leicestershire (Northamptonshire: pp. 142, 
212), Haselbury Plucknett to Dorset (Somerset: p. 209), Trent to Somerset (Dorset: 
p. 225), Lydney to Monmouth (Gloucestershire: p. 295)-these are only a few 
examples taken from the earlier part of the book. The errors are individually small: 
but added together they are so numerous that the reader learns to be chary of 
accepting any proper names here without verification. This little fault mars the 
whole. 

But it is a little fault, and the only one. It would be wrong to sum up with 
complaint, The final feeling of any reader of this Dictionary must be one of 
admiration, and warm gratitude to Mr. Gunnis. He has opened the eyes and 
enlarged the minds of us all. 

J. s. 

THE VICTORIA HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF LEICESTER. Vol. II. Edited by w. G. 
Hoskins, assisted by R. A. McKinley. Oxford University Press (for the Uni
versity of London). 1954. xviii + 270 pp. 63s. 

The Victoria History of the Counties of England is a unique, and a uniquely 
English, institution. It was founded in 1899, with the object of providing an 
adequate account, on a large scale, of the history of England, county by county and 
parish by parish. It was carried forward with heroic-indeed, almost incredible
energy for about ten years, and then it began to run into difficulties. The 
momentum of the great project was already somewhat reduced when the first World 
War broke out; and that catastrophe for a time brought it entirely to a standstill. 
When publication was taken up again, economic circumstances had changed, and 
the Victoria History, like other ambitious and costly works of scholarship, had to 
contend with serious financial problems. Whereas 71 volumes were published 
between 1900 and 1914, between 1923 and 1940 the corresponding number was 20. 
Since 1931 the History has been in the hands of the University of London. Publi
cation was interrupted, once again, by the second World War; but it was resumed 
directly that war was over. This is the 10th volume of the History to appear since 
1945, and work is proceeding on some 20 further volumes, in seven counties, under 
the general editorship of Mr. R. B. Pugh. 

The first volume of the Victoria History of the County of Leicester was pub
lished in 1907. Nearly half of it was concerned with natural history. The 
remainder was devoted to human history, down to the Domesday survey, and to a 
substantial chapter on the ecclesiastical history of the county. Some further 
materials were collected, and then, as in so many other counties, the work was 
abandoned. « 

It was taken up again 40 years later, in 1948, on the initiative of a local com
mittee formed in Leicester under. the leadership of Dr. W. G . Hoskins. The 
Leicestershire County Council and the City Council both made generous grants 
towards the cost of the work; further financial contributions came from this Society, 
from the Leicester Literary and Philosophical Society, and the Leicester Chamber 
of Commerce; the University College provided accommodation and the facilities 
of its library. Since then the work has proceeded steadily, first under Dr. Hoskins 
and then, since 1952, under the editorship of Mr. R. A. McKinley, who had served 
as Assistant Editor since 1949. 

At first sight it may seem that progress has been slow. This is the first of the 
new volumes to appear, and it has taken nearly six years from the time when the 
project was launched. But the difficulties must be considered. Before this work 
could be started, the negotiations for financial assistance had to be carried through 
and some important editorial decisions taken. A band of contributors had to be 
assembled, and since most of them were people with many other commitments, 
their work could not be completed rapidly. Moreover, Dr. Hoskins and Mr. 
McKinley rightly decided that several parts of the whole task should be under
taken concurrently. The result is that though Volume II is now published alone, 
Volume III is already in proof and will appear in 1955, Volume IV is almost ready 
for printing, and work on Volume V is well in hand .• In view of these consider
ations, and of the notorious delays in book-production, the speed with which the 
editors and their contribu~ors have worked represents a most remarkable achieve
ment. 
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In general, the plan of the Leicestershire History follows the model esta:b
lished for the Victoria County History throughout England. The earlier part of 
the work-in this case Volumes I-III-will be devoted to the history of the county 
as a: whole, political, economic, and social; Volume V and its successors to a 
deta:iled account of all the parishes, treated hundred by hundred. Volume IV will, 
however, mark an innovation. It will deal solely with Leicester itself, and thus 
enable the city to secure something like adequate space for the discussion of its 
long, complex, and important history. In the older volumes of this great series the 
towns never received more than the sketchiest attention. Compa:re, for example, 
the treatment accorded to Reading in the Berkshire History: the borough is dis
missed-history and topography together-in forty pages, or one-thirteenth of the 
volume in which it figures. Here, as in some other important respects, we can say 
that the newer volumes of the Victoria History show a: marked superiority to their 
predecessors. 

Volume II starts with a chapter on the religious houses of the county, fol
lowing on directly from that on ecclesiastical history which ended Volume I. It is 
succeeded by a short account of Roman Catholicism by Brigadier T. B. Trappes
Lomax. No similar special treatment is accorded to Protestant Dissent, which has 
been very much more important in the history of Leicestershire. But there is a 
good reason for this apparent anomaly : the Protestant Dissenters were briefly 
dealt with in the earlier chapter on ecclesiastical history in Volume I, from which 
the Roman Catholics were excluded. Three chapters on political history follow: 
the first, by Mr. McKinley, running down to 1530; the second, by Dr. J . H. Plumb, 
covering the period from 1530 to 1885; the last, from 1885 to 1950, by Mr. McKinley 
again. The volume is completed by two chapters on agrarian history-the medieval 
period treated by Dr. R. H . Hilton, the modern by Dr. Joan Thirsk-and by a 
short note, from Mr. McKinley, on the Leicestershire forests . The general 
economic history of the county will fa:ll to be considered in Volume III. 

With a survey covering so wide a variety of topics, and within a narrowly 
limited space, a reviewer must concentrate his attention on a few sections that par
ticularly interest him. Mr. McKinley's chapter on the religious houses is an 
admirable piece of work, setting a model of terse and accurate scholarship to all 
his fellow-contributors. Dr. Plumb's account of the modern political history is, 
as we should expect from him, humane and lively throughout, making full use (for 
the first time in a:ny Victoria History) of the methods and ideas of modern scholars 
like Sir Lewis Namier and Professor Neale, with their searching inquiries into the 
social affiliations of Members of Parliament and their constituents. He might 
perhaps have brought out a little more clearly the interesting antagonism in 
politics between the borough of Leicester and the county, which became important 
in the Victorian age and is not \Wthout significance still. It seems a pity, too, that 
almost nothing is said hs:re of Lord John Manners : for Leicestershire bore and 
bred him, even though he did not come to represent one of its constituencies until 
1857, and he is the one prominent Victorian politician that the county produced. 

Dr. Thirsk's chapter on modern agraria:n history is of outstanding merit. Her 
story is an important one, especially in the eighteenth century, and she tells it with 
clarity, good sense, and a notable economy of language. Her treatment of Robert 
Ba:kewell is excellent (aided by the reproduction of a good engraved portrait and a 
beautiful photograph of Dishley Grange by Mr. F . L. Attenborough), and at the 
same time she does ample justice to his predecessors and contemporaries in 
Leicestershire, who worked on the same lines but have received much less than 
their proper share of recognition. There are a few trifling slips here, which have 
passed by unnoticed, such as the pla:cing of Horsham in Surrey instead of Sussex 
on page 218; a:nd on page 237 Dr. Thirsk's tentative question about John .Ellis
was he the gentleman "who in 1846 had £475,800 invested in railway sha:res"?
can be answered with certainty. Of course he was: he was deputy-chairman of 
the Midland Railway at the time a:nd succeeded George Hudson as chairman on 
his fall in 1849. 

The publication of this volume takes the writing of Leicestershire history a 
long step forward. The members of this Society have a right to feel proud that it 
is associated with this great project. And they can show their appreciation of the 
fine work of Dr. Hoskins and Mr. McKinley by buying the successive volumes as 
they appear. Three guineas each is a substantial sum; but it is not a high price to 
pay for what will rema:in the standard history of Leicestershire for the rest of the 
lives of all of us-and far indeed beyond them. 

J. s. 


